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Dives and Lazarus. 


| Luxe XVi. 31. 


If they hear not Moſes and the prophets, nei- 
ther will they be perſuaded though one roſe 
from the dead. 


N >» FL *1ITH theſe words our Saviour con- 
xk cludes the parable of Dives and Laza- 
W MW rus; wherein (after ſhewing the un- 
> MF happy ſtate of ſuch as are rich, but 
KN. KTM without him, and the bleſſed condition 
| of the poor who are in his favour)he 
makes Dives to pray out of his torment that Laza- 
rus might go and preach to his five brethren, leſt the 
ſhould alſoperiſh ; but Abraham, to whom he prayed, 
anſwered him, that they had the ſcriptures, ** They 
have, ſaith he, Moſes and the prophets, let them hear 
them.” Dives ſtill thinks, thatif Lazarus went from 
the dead and appeared to them in the height of their 
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mirth and banqueting, aſſuring them that their bro- 
ther, who had hved like them in pleaſure, was now 
loſt, and ſo warn them to repent, that it would have a 
better effect than all preaching ; but Abraham tells 
him, If they hear not Moſes and the prophets, 
neither would they be perſuaded though one roſe 
from the dead.” y 

In this parable our Saviour has greatly honoured 
the ſacred ſcriptures, and taught all his people in 


future ages to think exceeding reverently of the 


words of God, beſides warning the rich and ſuch as 
have this world's goods, leſt they have their por- 
tion in this life, and teaching common people and 
ſuch as are poor and in adverſity, that they may 
ſet their affections on things above, and have trea- 
ſure in heaven. 

There are many leſſons to be learned through 
the whole; and as all theſe parables were ſpoken 
for the inſtruction of the ſincere followers of Chriſt, 
that they may be wiſe to eternal life, ſhunnin 
every danger, and eſcaping the wrath to come, f 
wiſh all who are my hearers to-day may give the 
greater attention while I ſpeak a few words on this 
parable, and make ſome obſervations in the courſe 
of reading it. | 

Our Saviour delivers the parable thus, There was 


- certain rich man which was cloathed in purple 


and fine linen, and who fared ſumptuouſly every 
day.” This is the deſcription of what the world 
calls a happy man. He was rich, and ſo a ſtran- 

to want, nakedneſs, and all the miſeries of 
that kind which poor people are ſubject to. He 
did not know what it was to be pinched with hun- 
ger, ſuffer thirſt, or cold, or wearineſs; no op- 
preſſing creditors bore hard upon him, nor was 


he made to ſerve. under the rigour of ſuperiors. 


He 
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He had many ſervants, a fine houſe, and perhaps 
ſlept on beds of down and ivory, His riches 
kept him in favour with his friends, and carried him 
above the envy and contempt of his foes. I doubt 
not but he had often thanked God that he was 
rich, and rejoiced that his fortune was ſo conſider- 
able in the world. 

He was cloathed in purple” The Tyrian pur- 
ple of the antients was of all colours moſt coſtly, ſo 
that none buy kings and perſons of the firſt rank in 
the world wore it. 'I his was his dreſs, and adorn- 
ed, I ſuppoſe, with embroidery and gold; beſide, 
he had fine linen, and all that could ſerve to make 
him ſplendid and comfortable. Nor was he only rich, 
and thus grand and princely in his apparel, but“ he 
fared ſumptuouſlly every day.” He had not often his 
table ſpread with delicacies, but always. Every 
day the fat of the land, the moſt precious fruits, 
the daintieſt victuals came before him. Nor was he 
alone, his five brethren lived the ſame luxurious 
and high life; they had doubtleſs the beſt com- 
pany, and had plenty of wine, and drank ftron 
drink, out of cups of ſilver and gold, All round 
waited their ſervants, and ſubjects, and dancing, 
and muſic, and merry diſcourte paſſed their man 
days and nights away pleaſantly. Had one ſeen 
them ſinging over their bowls of rich wines, or 
wantonly ſporting with harlots, without care, with- 
out bounds to their exceſs and pleaſures, high with 
honour and reſpect, full of mirth, and loaden 
with riches, one might have thought, how happy 
is this rich man in his company ! no doubt he had 
heard the law, for he was a child of Abraham; 
he had been ſometimes preſent when the prophets 
were read, but it had no great effect upon him; 
perhaps he had rode in his chariot on certain 


days, 
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days, and frequented thus the temple and ſyna- 
gogues out of faſhion, or to divert away a ſpare 
hour, but his heart was untouched with any thing 
he heard; perhaps the prieſts whom he choſe to 
hear, propheſied ſmooth things, and he liked to 
have it ſo. He contemned the mopes in religion, 
and ſuch as were devoted to ſacred things, as half 
mad men, melancholy, perſons of no taſte, and 
enthuſiaſts, and would not be ſuch a fool to let 
over much religion deſtroy him. 

In ſhort he ſeemed at firſt view to be a veſlel 
of honour, and highly favoured, a man whom hea- 
ven had bleſſed, and to whom God had opened his 
hand and been doubly liberal. There are thouſands 
who have wiſhed to be thus happy, and perhaps 
many of us now preſent can lay our hand on our 
heart and ſay, I am the man. 

In the ſame city and in the ſame country with 
this great man, was a certain poor perſon, a beg- 
gar, named Lazarus, who lay at the rich man's gate 
full of ſores, deſiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man's table,“ who had no 
friends or company, excepting the dogs who came 
and licked his ſores. Behold one as miſerable as 


the other was happy ! He ſeemed to be neglected 


by all his fellow-creatures, and an out- caſt of the 
God of nature, a veſlel of diſgrace and diſhonour. 
He had no ſponſable and wealthy friends, but was 
left an orphan, and expoſed to the piercing afflic- 
tions of want and poverty, He had ,no houſe, 
but lay at the gate of Dives; had no bed but the 
ground; was ſick and full of wounds, and had no 
phyſician, no comfortable cordial, no plaiſter, no 
friend or pitying neighbour, While the one in the 
houſe rolled in plenty, he languiſhed with hunger, 


and all his moans and cries, though only for ** the 
, crumbs 
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crumbs which fell from the table,” were unheard 
and unregarded, He bad no cloaths but rags, ſo 
that the cold pinched him without, and hunger and 
ſickneſs within. Inſtead of pitying the poor beggar, 
it ſeems as if thoſe of the houſe had ſet the dogs 
at him to drive him from the door, who were more 
merciful than their maſter, ** they licked his ſores,” 
This was all the eaſe and comfort he had; and 
thus between ſickneſs, hunger and nakedneſs he 
was worn out and at laſt died. 

All that paſſed by him muſt ſurely have felt a 
certain chill and horror at the fight of his wretched 
corpſe, and eſteemed his end milerable, It is like] 
his bones were laid in ſome ditch, or buried among 
dunghills, and to all outward appearance oneſhould 
have concluded, this manlived and died unhappy to 
the laſt degree ; but therein, ſuch as judged after 
a human way would have been ſadly miſtaken, 
that poor man was at peace with God, he had 
made a bleſſed uſe of his affliction, out of the deep 
of it he had cried to the Lord and was heard ; he 
had made his part ſure in the book of life, and in 
the favour of the Lord his God. It is true, he had 
little or none of the good things of this world, his 
eyes had been often red with weeping, and his 
poor heart inured to diſtreſs and ſighing, but he had 
obtained the love of God, and knew his Redeemer 
lived ; this comforted him till the angel of death 
releaſed him and he died. There was then an end 
to his penury and needs; all the tears were wiped 
away from his eyes, all ſorrow left his achin 
heart; his ſickneſs ſunk his ſpirits and weighed him 
down no more; no more his wounds and ſores 
ſmarted, nor his hunger pinched his poor carcaſe; he 
heard no more the menaces and threatnings of ſuch 
as would not relieve him; no, all was over now, 


and 


1 
and “ the angels carried him to Abraham's boſom.” 
While his body was finding reſt in ſome nafty 
but quiet ſpot, the bleſſed ſpirits who ſtood round 
him as he died, and who waited for the appointed 
moment, now ſung him up to the paradiſe of God, 
How ſweet was heaven to his weary ſoul! how 
ſweet, how tranſporting the kingdom to him, who 
had been a beggar and the outcaſt of all the 
world? He could not any more weep at his hard 
lot, or ſigh that he had been ſo poor; he rather 
could adore before the throne that he had been 
afflicted, and ſaved from “ truſting to uncertain 
riches,” and weaned from the world, and that a 
better portion had been deſigned for him by his mer- 
ciful Creator. O how mult he bleſs the wiſdom of 
God, and his unſearchable goodneſs in ſaving him, 
and for changing his want to eternal riches, his 
rags to God's righteouſneſs, his dunghill to a 
throne, and his poor troubleſome life to a life 
eternal | Inſtead of dogs to lick his ſores, angels 
attend him and hai] him to his thrice bleſſed home 
and harbour, where he ſhall reſt for ever and ever ! 
But now we will leave him in his glory and re- 
turn to the rich glutton in his pomp and ſplendor, 
4 who alſo died and was buried.“ All his gold and 
filver could not purchaſe him a renewal, or lon- 
ger term of life ; he died, and left all his com- 
nions, his coſtly furniture, his fine raiment, and 
lentiful table; he died and went into another 
te, whither his gold could not be carried, ** nei- 
ther could his pomp follow him.” There is no men- 
tion made of the beggar's funeral, it was too mean 
and infignificant to notice; if he was not caſt out 
into the open fields to the beafts and birds of prey, 
it is likely, as I before obſerved, he was buried 
with the burial of an aſs; but Dives was * : 
IAG | > 
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He, no doubt, was laid in ſtate, and his hearſe at- 
tended with mourners, and ſuch as were ſkilful in 
lamentation, and in ſolemn magnificence interred in 
the ſepulchres of his fathers; but O; while his 
brethren and friends were bearing their once rich 
brother with ſuch ſplendor to the grave, his ſoul 
ſunk down to hell, “ and in hell he lift up his eyes 
being in torments, and ſaw Abraham afar off and 
Lazarus in his boſom. Amazing change | his plea» 
ſures are turned to torments, his riches to eternal 
wants, his ſcarlet and purple robes to purple and 
ſcarlet lames of fire, his bowls of new wine to 
inſatiable thirſt, his muſic to howlings, his fine 
houſe to the bottomleſs pit, his brethren and merry 
company to devils and wicked ſpirits, ** He lifted up 
his eyes,” but ſaw no more grandeur and delicate 
things; he ſhould have opened them before, and 
have ſeen the things that made for his peace, bu* 
now they were hid from him, he opened his eyes 
too late. It is true he ſaw Abraham and Lazarus 
in glory, but it was afar off ; yes, there he ſaw the 
ſame beggar he ſuffered to periſh without mercy 
at his gate ; he ſaw him now in the boſom of the 
friend of God; he beheld him who was once un- 
worthy his notice, fitting among the favourites of 
the God of Abraham; and he who had ſcarce any 
covering, while Dives wallowed in riches and was 
cloathed with purple and fine linen, now was cloath- 
ed with the white and fine linen which is the righ- 
teouſneſs of the ſaints, and in which they ſtand with- 
out ſpot before the throne. He had not minded 
his cries once, but now he cries for his help, and 
he cried and ſaid, Father Abraham have mercy up- 
on me, and ſend Lazarus that. he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am 
tormented in this flame,” 1 tid had never page 
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ed before, and now prays when it is too late, but he 
prayed to Abraham. It is the only prayer in the ſcrip- 
ture made to the ſaints, and is a prayer made in vain. 
He called Abraham, father, but found it did not avail 
to have had believing or good parents, without ha- 
ving their experience of the love of God, and trod 
the fteps of the faith of Abraham. No more ſtrong 
drink and new wine refreſhed him; he begs not 
a drop of water, but Jeſs if poſſible, for he prays 
only that Lazarus might dip the tipof his finger in 
water to cool his tongue.“ See how he intreats mer- 
cy from him to whom he would ſhew no mercy |! 
Thus ſhallit be in the day when Jeſus comes ; then 
the de ſpiſed and perſecuted few, who loved him in 
the world, and who for his ſake were hated, abuſed, 
flandered, reviled, and as it were, killed all the 
day Jong, ſhall be honourable in their ſight who 
flighred and uſed them ill. They ſhall then wor- 
ſhip at their feet, and ſue for mercy with ſhame 
and confuſion. This honour ſhall have all the 
ſaints. Thus Dives behaves to Lazarus, when he 
intreats Abraham to ſend him to caſe him. Have 
mercy upon me, he ſays; my father Abraham.“ This 
would have been a pretty prayer if made to the Fa- 


ther of mercies, and made in the day of grace, 


and in the acceptable year of the Lord ;”” but now 
Abraham anſwers, Son, remember that thou in thy 
life-time receivedſt thy good things, and Lazarus 
his evil things, but now he is comforted and thou 
art tormented; Abraham calls him ſon, but it did 
him no good ; he expoſtulates with him, and ſhews 
the equitable dealings of juſtice ; he bids him re- 
member, that once as he loved the world and the 
things of the world, ſo he had them, and had his 
portion in this liſe; and as he ſlighted grace; and 
the riches and things of the lie to come, ſo they 
82 A were 
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were far from him.“ On the other hand, he ſays, 
© Poor Lazarus, who had no good things here, but 
was a man of ſorrows, was not of the world, but 
choſe his part above, ſo the world hated him and 
forſook him; but now he is arrived to his trea- 
ſure, and ſhall be comforted for evermore. 

Hear this, ye who count them happy who live in 
pleaſure, and who make merry as ina day of flaugh- 
ter ! ye, who are continually heaping up gold, and 
* who fare ſumptuouſly every day!“ ye, who ride 
on horſes and in chariots, and feel no evil! and 
ye who are continually wiſhing for honour, and de- 
firing to be great and rich, or to enjoy large poſſeſſi- 
ons in the world, O hear it and tremble, and change 
your wiſhes into prayers for mercy, and a part at 
God's right hand! Remember, they that love 
the world, and the things of the world, have not 
the love of the Father in them; and that a man 
cannot be a friend of the world without being an 
enemy of God.“ Deſire not then to have here a 
fulneſs, but if you have it, behave as ſtewards of 
« the mammon of unrighteouſneſs,”” and remember 
the ſtrict account you muſt one day. make. Have 
$0 no more than food, and raiment convenient ? 

e content, know you are better off than your 
Lord. Or do yo want, or are poor? pra 
to have Lazarus's fure kingdom in the better world, 
and be not unhappy with cares, but give up yours 
ſelves and your wants to the care of your heaven- 
ly Father, who careth for you, Let not riches, or 

nery, or gay apparel, or pleaſures, or wanton- 
neſs, or luſts be a ſnare to you; be releaſed from 
all, and “ touch not the unclean thing;“ keep out 
of the danger, and follow your plaia and lowly 
Lord through the world, and have your glory 
where it is eternal, and let your riches be durable 
riches and righteouſneſs, Many 


brethren and wicked comp anions follow him into 


© 38-3 


Many have made another choice, and repented it 
for ever. Abraham tells Dives, that there was now 
no paſſing from one ſtate and place to the other; 
a gulph, an infinite ſpace was between, When he 
found this, he prays Abraham, at leaſt, to let Laza- 
rus go to his father's houſe, where his brethren liv- 
ed in the ſame wicked way, to preach and forewarn 
them, leſt they ſhould come into the ſame torment 
and periſh in the ſame way, Abraham anſwers, 
« They have Moſes and the prophets, let them hear 
them, Nay, he ſaid, father Abraham, but if 
one would riſe from the dead they would repent.” 
As if he would ſay, *O ! I know how it was with 
me, I know how I jeered ſuch as ſpake of danger ; 
I know their thoughts of all preaching, they 
fight it as I did; they deſpiſe the ſcriptures, and 
atheiftically mock religion, but if ſuch an one as La- 
zarus, whom they knew to be dead, would go and 
appear to them, and tell them, Your brother is in 
eternal flames, he is loſt, and crying out in his tor- 
ments, repent or you ſhall all likewiſe periſh, then 
they would hear,” But Abraham tells him, If they 
will not hearken to the law and to the teſtimony, 
if the word of God has no effect, and they regard 
not Moſes and the prophets, ** neither would they 
be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 
They would ſtill in their wanton manner ſcoff, 
and endeavour to account for it in a natural way; 
they would deem it fancy or a juggle of the religi- 
ous, or look upon it as a dream, and harden their 
Hearts ſtil] more. If a meſſage from the Lord 
God of their fathers is not received, nor the teſti- 
mony of his children, the witneſſes, then no mi- 
racle would be of ſervice, and if one roſe from the 
dead it would be in vain. | 

It ſhould not ſeem that Dives's fear of having his 


his 
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his miſery, came out of love or compaſſion for 
them, ſo much as his dread of their increaſing 
his pain and plagues, ſince he had helped them on 
in ſin, had been the abettor of their evil deeds, 
and encouraged them to drink, game, whore, revel, 
blaſpheme and be infidels and irreligious to their 
ruin, He knew how it muſt add to his woes, to 
be the cauſe of their judgment and damnation, 
and therefore would by all means have hindered 
it; but all was gone too far, it was too late, and 
he left to feel the heavy wages of ſin, with all the 

dreadful conſequences which increaſe perpetually. 
It is indeed a ſtriking parable, and meant merci- 
fully to comfort the poor and diſtreſſed people, by 
pointing to the kingdom where they are encouraged 
to ſeek their portion and to apply to our Saviour, 
that he may forgive them their fins, and make them 
© heirs of a kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, and of 
treaſure that no moth nor ruft can corrupt; nor 
thief break through and ſteal.” O that all the com- 
mon people, the poor, the indigent, the outwardly 
miſerableand aMiQed people would 22 of this 
parable come to him who ſpake it, and obtain of him 
Lazarus's portion. He Iipake it for this end, and this 
was his chief view. Let not your heavy circumſtan- 
ces in this world, your preſſing neceſſities, weigh 
you down too much, and make you loſe your confi- 
dence in the Friend of finners, nor let it put you 
upon worldly and unlawful means to extricate your 
ſelves, nor tempt you to murmur or complain; but 
take it in good part, and be fatished with your evil 
things, and ſeek to have your good things with 
Jeſus and his diſciples in another world. Now 
before you are called away, beſeech him to give 
you a true living faith in him, that thereby you 
may be perſuaded of his everlaſting love to 
you, the feeling of which will keep you happy, and 
| at 
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at peace, under the moſt oppreſſing and grievous 
trials; it will ſweeten your paſſage through the world, 
and comfort you beyond all you can think or wiſh. 

When you have no friend or dear companion, you 
will not be deſtitute, he will be near to you, he will 
never leave nor forſake you.” Inſtead of riches you 
ſhall have his merits, his kingdom, the treaſures of 
his peace and ſalvation; you ſhall not want, you 
ſhall be happy, and your latter end will be bleſſed ; 
the holy angels ſhall carry you home, and Jeſus, 
your dear Saviour Jeſus ſhall kiſs you and take you 
in peace to himſelf. Till then be content to be here 
a pilgrim and ſtranger, a poor and needy follower 
of the Lamb; be content to be hated, to be diſho- 
nourable and deſpiſed; in a very little while you 
ſhall ſee all the cloud blow over, and the time of 
the finging of birds ſhall come; you ſhall go into 
your Maſter's joy, and. into the houſe he prepared 
for you in the New Jeruſalem, to go no more out 
world without end. 

Our Saviour had this alſo in view in this parable, 
namely, to warn kindly the wild, the raſh, thegiddy 
and wanton partof mankind to eſcape the perils and 
ſad eſtate of ſuch as hear not the loving calls of his 
Holy Spirit, but eagerly covet the world and ſeek 
happineſs there, and ſo miſs the kingdom of God, 
The rich, the gluttonous, theepicure, the miſer, the 
luſtful, the lovers of pleaſure and the world are in 
a dangerous condition; they can eaſily be deceived 
and cry, peace, peace to their poor hearts, while the 
world (miles, and they proſper and go on undiſturb- 
ed, till ſuddenly they are ſummoned to depart this 
life, and, like fooliſh virgins, they awake out of 
the pleaſing deluſion, and are miſerable for ever. 
But our Saviour had yet in view to magnify the 
ſcriptures and make them honourable, "They are 
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his true ſayings and may not be trifled with, deſpiſ- 
ed, or ſlighted. Who looks for miracles and won- 
ders, and thinks he could be converted by that 
means, and thinks little of the oracles of God, he 
is a deceived perſon. The ſcriptures are never alone, 
but the power of God always accompanies them, ſo 
that with majeſty they are ſounded to the heart, and 
with a divine conviction that they are from heaven. 
If therefore a man has ſo long diſregarded the ſtriv- 
ing of the Spirit with him, that by little and little 
he ceaſes to reſpect the ſcripture, and at laſt is no 
longer perſuaded to hear them, is no longer to be 
convinced by them, nor looks to experience the 
precious promiſes they contain, nor is awed by the 
threatnings, nor courted or prevailed upon by the 
intreaties and calls therein,, but is willingly ignorant 
of them, is dead to all they ſay, oppoſes manifeſt 
truths declared therein, and can venture to diſpute 
doctrines, which in his conſcience he believes are 
taught there, and was the mind of Jeſus and his diſ- 
ciples, then it is gone far indeed, and the riſing of 
one from the dead to attempt his converſion might 
be dreaded, and thought to be in vain. 

As the Apoſtle of our profeſſion humbled himſelf 
to read out of the ſcriptures, reaſoned out of them 
with men, with his diſciples, ** and expounded out 
of them the things concerning himſelf,” and alſo 
therewith anſwered the tempter to ſet us a pattern, 
let us be his followers, and, as it is written, ſo be- 
lieve, ſo act in every thing, that we may not on! 
ſhew to others we believe and are diſciples of him 
whoſe oracles they are, but alſo happily experience 
the fulfilling of the promiſes in our hearts, and be 
witneſſes that they are true and faithful, to the 
glory of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom be praiſe 
and bleſſings for ever and ever | Amen. 
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A PRAYER. 
GOD my Saviour, I beſeech thee for thy 


tender mercies ſake, let not the deceitfulneſs 
of riches, nor any of the things of the world get 
my affections, nor ſuffer thou my own deſires and 
luſts to blind my eyes to the pleaſures at thy right 
hand. 

Be pleaſed to make me a ftranger and pilgrim 
here, and let faith in thee be my riches, thy 
word my lanthorn and ſtaff in this dark world; 
and let my unfeigned love to-thee, and my conti- 
nual thirſt to be for ever in thy favour, make me 
think little of all carnal joys and happineſs. In all 
company and in all places draw me after thee. 
Give me a ſenſible conviction of thy love to me, 
and the aſſurance that I am born again of thy Spi- 
rit, and madea child of God ; and let me know that 


all my fins are forgiven and buried in thy wounds, 


and in the red fea of thy blood for ever. 

I will be thine body and ſoul, O keep that which 
I entruſt to thy care till the day of reſtitution, 
and in all dangers be near me. If I ſhould be 
raſh, or run in a way which is not right, or ſhould 


miſtake thy mind, diſappoint and hinder me ; but 


O let my 1oul be ſtill precious in thy ſight, till the 
appointed time is come for me to depart. Then, 
my dear Saviour, let the angels carry me to thy 
boſom, and without fear or dread in the aſſurance 
of faith, let me leave the world and come home 


to thee, Let this be my happy lot, and do what 


thou wilt with me here. Hear me, O thou good 
Shepherd of rael, and grant my prayer for thy 
name's ſake, Amen! 
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